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TOP NEWS 


N. KOREA 
REFLAGGED 
ON TERROR 


Trump declared 
nation a sponsor 
of terror, saying it’s 
extra leverage in 
nuke standoff. A5 


Keystone OK’d 
but rerouted 
Nebraska said 

the pipeline must 
avoid sensitive 
Sandhills area. D1 


Manson saga: 
Good from evil 
Sharon Tate’s 
family launched 
victims rights pro- 
grams. A3 


U.S. could face 
war crimes 

ICC prosecutor 
wants to look into 
military, CIA activity 
in Afghanistan. A4 


Della Reese 
dies at 86 
Singer known for 
TV's “Touched by 
an Angel.” A2 


LOCAL NEWS 


Sentence cut 
for cult leader 
Victor Barnard will 
now serve 24 years 
on sex convictions 
instead of 30. B2 


Kid Kimchi? 
It’s ... not bad! 
Students taste- 
test new dishes 
on Minneapolis 
school menus. B1 


SPORTS 
Vikings aiming 
to turn tables 
Lions hold edge 
heading into 
Thanksgiving 
matchup. C1 


Wolves stung 
by Hornets 
Team suffers sec- 
ond consecutive 
loss, 118-102. C1 


BUSINESS 


Insurer boosts 
Wis. footprint 
HealthPartners 
joins two net- 
works with plans 
in 17 counties. D1 


HAVE YOU 
HEARD? 


Queen Elizabeth 
and Prince Phillip 
marked 70 years of 
marriage, the lon- 
gest of any British 
monarch. Above, 
in 1947. A2 


State 


150 YEARS 


A 1887-2017 
3M ignored water risk 


NATION 


ibune 


CHARLIE ROSE SUSPENDED 
AFTER SEX ALLEGATIONS 


30° EX 19° 


A brief cool-down leads 
up toa mild holiday. B6 


Suit seeks $5B, says chemicals increased rates of cancer, infertility. 


By JOSEPHINE MARCOTTY 
jmarcotty@startribune.com 


Minnesota Attorney Gen- 
eral Lori Swanson says toxic 
chemicals dumped by 3M 
Co. in the east metro suburb 
Oakdale caused higher rates 
of cancer, infertility and low 
birthweight babies — the first 
time anyone has estimated 


the potential human health 
impact of groundwater con- 
tamination in the area since 
the problem came to light 
almost two decades ago. 

In court briefs filed Friday, 
Swanson included the conclu- 
sions of an expert environmen- 
tal witness, while alleging that 
the health and environmental 
damage of the contamination 


totals $5 billion and arguing 
that 3M should be liable for 
punitive damages. 

Thestate’s lawsuit against3M, 
first filed in 2010, is scheduled for 
trial early next year after a long 
series of procedural delays. 

The new filings detail alle- 
gations that 3M knew the 
local groundwater was con- 
taminated with chemical com- 


State Attorney 
General Lori 
Swanson said 
3M suppressed 
data about con- 
tamination. 


) nse 


pounds known as PFCs years 
before it stopped making them; 
that it suppressed the informa- 
tion over the objections of its 
own scientists; and that it with- 
held critical information from 


the U.S. Environmental Protec- 
tion Agency (EPA). 

“3M, in pursuit of profit, 
deliberately disregarded the 
substantial risk of injury to the 
people and environment of Min- 
nesota from its continued manu- 
facture of PFCs and its improper 
disposal,” the state said. 

In a statement Monday, 3M 
said Minnesota has not sustained 
any injuries, “let alone over 

See 3M on A7> 


HALLS, PREPARE TO BE DECKED 


RICHARD TSONG-TAATARII « rtsong-taatarii@startribune.com 


Alex Hunter and Louis Rutten prepped plants Monday at Bachman’s growing range in Farmington, where 


poinsettia season started in May. This year’s crop: 70,000 plants. Preferred color? Overwhelmingly red. 


U.S. sues to 
block AT&T 
merger with 
Time Warner 


By CECILIA KANG and 
MICHAEL J. DE La MERCED 
New York Times 


WASHINGTON - The Justice 
Department sued to prevent 
AT&T’s $85.4 billion bid for 
Time Warner on Monday, 
setting up a showdown over 
the first blockbuster acquisi- 
tion to be considered by the 
Trump administration. 

By challenging the deal, 
the Justice Department is tak- 
ing an approach to antitrust 
issues that is starkly different 
from the Obama administra- 
tion’s. In 2011, for instance, the 
department approved a simi- 
lar deal — Comcast’s acquisi- 
tion of NBCUniversal — after 
imposing numerous condi- 
tions on the transaction. 

If AT&T’s bid for Time War- 
ner were to go through, the 
merger would create a media 
and telecommunications behe- 
moth. By itself, AT&T is one 
of the nation’s largest internet 
and telephone providers. With 
its 2015 acquisition of DirecTV, 
the country’s largest satellite 
company, it also became the 
largest television distributor 
in the United States. 

The combined company 
would have an unrivaled ability 

See DEAL on A6> 


How the United States defines the word 
“temporary” is becoming a key question for 
immigrants allowed to stay and work in Min- 
nesota when disaster strikes back home. 

The Trump administration is about to 
decide whether to continue a program called 
temporary protected status for several Cen- 
tral American countries and a similar pro- 
gram for Liberia. As some local recipients 
brace for bad news, advocates on opposite 
sides of the immigration debate are squar- 
ing off over just how long is long enough 
to harbor immigrants from troubled places. 


University of Minnesota senior Abena Abraham has relied on a temporary 
deportation reprieve for Liberians. She recently traveled to D.C. to lobby for TPS. 


Anxiety grows for Liberians, 
others with temporary status 


Story by MILA KOUMPILOVA œ Photo by DAVID JOLES œ Star Tribune staff 


Critics argue these programs were meant 
as only short-term reprieves but instead have 
lasted for years or even decades after natural 
disasters hit and civil wars ended, shielding 
some who came illegally or overstayed visas. 
But local immigrants and advocates say TPS 
countries remain unstable places. After years 
inimmigration limbo, their citizens here have 
earned a shot at staying permanently. 

“You’re dealing with countries where 
what is predictable is ongoing strife and 
ongoing dysfunction,” said John Keller of 


See IMMIGRANTS on A7 > 


Trump said Monday an immigration reprieve for 60,000 Haitians would end. A2 


Second 
woman 


accuses 
Franken 


Senator says he has no 
memory of the incident. 


By PAUL WALSH 
paul:walsh@startribune.com 


A second woman on Mon- 
day accused Minnesota Sen. 
Al Franken of unwanted 
sexual touching, with this 
alleged encounter occurring 
after he was elected. 

CNN reported that it was 
contacted by 33-year-old Lind- 
say Menz, who said Franken 
grabbed her buttocks while 
posing together for a photo at 
the Minnesota State Fair in 2010. 

Inastatementto CNN, Fran- 
ken said he did not remember 
taking the photo with Menz. 

“I take thousands of photos 
at the State Fair surrounded by 
hundreds of people, and I cer- 
tainly don’t remember taking 
this picture. I feel badly that 
Ms. Menz came away from 
our interaction feeling disre- 
spected,” Franken said ina state- 
ment to CNN. His staff did not 
respond to inquiries on Monday. 

The Star Tribune was unable 
toreach Menz for comment; she 

See FRANKEN on A6 > 


Protection 
order: Tony 
Comnish’s ex- 
wife went to 
police in 1990 
after split. B1 


Mpls. lacks 
funds to fully 


enforce new 
labor laws 


By ADAM BELZ 
adam.belz@startribune.com 


Paid sick leave went into 
force in the summer and a 
municipal minimum wage will 
start to take effect in January, but 
the city of Minneapolis has so 
far invested little toward enforc- 
ing the sweeping new rules. 

The city’s Labor Standards 
Enforcement Division consists 
of two investigators tasked 
with explaining and enforcing 
the ordinances. The proposed 
2018 budget, which the City 
Council will work through on 
Dec.1, doesn’t include enough 
money for a third worker. 

This could be a problem, 
said Velma Korbel, director of 
the Minneapolis Civil Rights 
Department, as the municipal 
minimum wage kicks in next 
year andal2-monthgrace period 
for the sick-leave rule ends. 

“The first time we get one 
of these major cases where we 

See ENFORCEMENT on A6 > 
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